
Flowchart:Applications for modification orders
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The applicant submits an application to the authority; serves notice on owners and occupiers and
certifies to the authority that notice has been served or obtains permission to erect notices on

the way if the owner cannot be traced.

The surveying authority investigates the application and consults every local authority about it.

The surveying authority fails to
make a decision within 12 months.

Applicant may appeal to the Secretary of State against
the refusal to make the order.

Decision is not to make an order.

Appeal refused.

No direction given to
the authority.

Direction given to
the authority.

Order is made by
the authority.

Appeal allowed.

Decision is to make an order.

Applicant may apply to Secretary of
State for a direction to be given to

the authority to determine the
application by a given date.

Applicant applies
and Secretary of

State gives direction
to authority.

Applicant applies to the
Secretary of State, but

no direction given.
Applicant may re-apply.

The surveying authority makes a
decision within 12 months.

The surveying authority considers the evidence and the comments of consultees.

The surveying authority makes its decision.
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Flowchart: Procedure for modification and 
public path orders 

Authority makes order and publicises it with period for objections to be made (28 days for public
path orders, 42 days for modification orders).

Inspector considers objections by written representations,
hearing or public inquiry and either makes decision or reports

to Secretary of State, who then makes decision.

Notice of decision not to confirm the
order published by the authority.

Notice of confirmation of the order
published by the authority.

Objections received
and not withdrawn.

Authority decides not
to confirm the order.

The definitive map
and statement are

not modified, and for
a public path order no
change takes place on

the ground.

Order takes effect
either on date of
confirmation or a

specified number of
days thereafter.

Definitive map and
statement are

modified from date
of confirmation as

set out in the order.
Surveying authority makes 'legal event'
modification order and definitive map
and statement are modified from the

date of the modification order.

Public path order
takes effect when

new route certified
to be satisfactory.

Notice of coming into
operation published by

the authority.

Change takes place on the ground.

Authority confirms
order as unopposed.

Decision to 
confirm order

with a 
modification
not requiring

advertisement.

Decision to
confirm

order 
without

modification.

Decision not
to confirm
the order.

Authority refers order
and objections to the

Secretary of State.

Decision to propose a
modification which

requires advertisement.

Proposed modification is
advertised, and any

objections considered.

Decision to confirm
order with 

modification.

Objections received
but withdrawn.

No objections
received.

Option only for
public path orders

Or

Or

OrEither

Or OrEither

Applies to all modification orders
and some public path orders

Modification
orders

Public path
orders

Subsequently
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